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Doctors Community Hospital Introduces First Robotic Surgical System to Area
LANHAM, Md.—Doctors Community Hospital purchased a da Vinci S Surgical System, a state-of-the-art robotic system for noninvasive surgery, and operated with the system for the first time Dec. 19. The first in Prince George’s County, the system allows Doctors Community Hospital physicians to perform complex surgeries resulting in less pain, less blood loss, shorter hospital stays, fewer complications and faster return to normal activities for patients.
(Watch the da Vinci system on YouTube: system overview, peeling a grape, folding origami)

“The da Vinci system revolutionizes noninvasive surgery, offering patients the best possible outcomes,” said Philip B. Down, president and CEO of Doctors Community Hospital. “It represents our commitment to provide Prince George’s County with the best patient care through the latest advancements in surgery.”
The da Vinci system, which cost more than $1 million, consists of a surgeon’s console and cart with four robotic arms, miniature instruments and a 3-D high-definition endoscopic camera. The system scales, filters and translates the surgeon’s hand movements into more precise movements of the instruments, resulting in dexterity, smoothness and range-of-motion capabilities greater than the human hand.
Physicians use the system as a tool, performing the surgery 100 percent themselves. In addition, the system incorporates redundant safety features to minimize risks from machine or human error. Physicians can use the system to treat a wide range of conditions in specialties including thoracic, urologic, gynecologic, pediatric, transoral and general surgery.
The da Vinci system’s versatile instruments allow for less invasive surgery than conventional laparoscopic surgery, which requires long-shafted, hand-held instruments. In contrast, physicians operate the da Vinci system while seated with eyes and hands positioned in line with the instruments.
“The da Vinci system takes minimally invasive surgery to the next level,” said Dr. Jonah Murdock, a urologist at Doctors Community Hospital who uses the da Vinci system. “Performing more complicated procedures with small incisions is either more time consuming or impossible without the da Vinci.”
Doctors Community Hospital (www.dchweb.org) is a 219-bed acute care medical and surgical hospital. Founded in 1975 by leading physicians in Prince George’s County, the hospital has continued to be in the forefront in providing state-of-the-art medical care while remembering the elemental human touch.
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