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Doctors Community Hospital’s Dr. Riad Dakheel 
Receives New Sleep Medicine Board Certification 
American Board of Internal Medicine Adds Sleep to its Medical Specialties

LANHAM, Md.—The medical specialty of sleep medicine recently reached a new level of recognition in the medical community. Previously unrecognized by the American Board of Internal Medicine (ABIM)—the nation’s authority on medical specialty board certifications—sleep medicine physicians are now able to apply for board certification in sleep medicine from the ABIM.  To be board certified in sleep medicine a physician must take an exam, which was offered for the first time November 2007.  More than 1,800 candidates participated in this first exam, including Riad Dakheel, M.D., medical director of The Sleep Center at Doctors Community Hospital (DCH), a leading medical and surgical hospital in Prince George’s County.
Dr. Dakheel is one of more than 1,300 physicians who are now board certified in sleep medicine by the ABIM.  Dr. Dakheel was notified in January of his new certification. He is also board certified in sleep medicine by The American Board of Sleep Medicine and has ABIM board certifications in internal medicine and pulmonary disease. 
“Sleep doctors have been fighting for greater recognition in the medical community for decades,” said Dr. Dakheel. “This certification underscores how much we’ve advanced and been recognized – it’s now the standard for sleep medicine.”

In addition to being medical director of the DCH Sleep Center, Dr. Dakheel provides one-on-one patient services at a sleep clinic located at DCH. His other roles at DCH include medical director of respiratory care and chairman of the quality management committee. Prior to working at DCH, Dr. Dakheel held numerous leadership positions in pulmonary disease and sleep medicine departments at medical facilities throughout Maryland. Since 1981, he has operated a private practice, specializing in internal medicine, pulmonary disease and sleep medicine, in Bowie, Md. 

Doctors Community Hospital is a 186-bed acute care medical and surgical hospital.  Founded in 1975 by leading physicians in Prince George’s County, the hospital has continued to be in the forefront in providing state-of-the-art medical care while remembering the elemental human touch. www.DCHweb.org.
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